LIFE OF JOHN LAMB.                           255
" We have been here in the neighborhood of Fort Lee, bidding defiance to Sir Harry for eight or ten days, but he does not choose to take the advantage of our position; which, with
proper deference, I think a---------one.    Should the enemy
land above us, they would have an amazing odds in their favor. If our left flank should be turned, and a defeat ensue, a retreat must be attended with the utmost confusion, as we have two rivers directly in our rear, and the only passage across one of them, is over a bridge, which would not support two-thirds the weight of one of our heavy eighteen pounders."
Believe me my dear sir, Yours sincerely,
S. SHAW.*
31 Aug., 1780, Tenick.
Colonel LAMB.
A supply of powder had reached the garrison, and in Gen. Knox's dispatch, which preceded it, he announced the defeat of Gates at Camden, and the disasters of the southern armyjf but news had reached Arnold's head quarters, of the escape of part of the Maryland line, which was communicated by Col. Varrick, the secretary and aid of Arnold, in the following characteristic extract:
Eb. QRS. ROB. HOUSE, Sept. 11, 1780. " In a postscript of His Excellency's letter of the 9th, dated in the afternoon, he says: 'I have this moment received a letter from Gov. Jefferson, by which it appears that above one-half of the Maryland division, had made their retreat good, after a most obstinate engagement" This is glorious news to our country, when compared with Gates's account. He will be blasted in this World, and humanly judging, he ought to be in the next, for not supporting the Maryland troops, and suffering them to be so mauled; when, had he behaved like a soldier himself, Cornwallis would have been ruined, and to use a common term, Cornwalladed; for Col. Sumpter, of South Carolina, was in his rear, with above one thousand
* A most excellent, and interesting memoir of this gentleman, has recently been published by the Hon. Josiah Quincy. tLamb papers, N. Y. His. Soc.